The role of intrathecal opiates in the management of acute pain.
This article reviews the literature and describes clinical methods of providing analgesia for acute pain using epidural and intrathecal (spinal) opiates. The mechanism of action of these drugs, their basic pharmacology and spinal pharmacodynamics, and useful drugs and dosages are presented. The side effects of these drugs when administered by injection and possible ways to diminish their incidence and severity are discussed. A clinical protocol for the dosage and selection of these drugs is included.